Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 5, 2019

Senator Richard Shelby Senator Patrick Leahy

Chairman, Senate Committee Vice Chairman, Senate Committee
on Appropriations on Appropriations

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510
Congresswoman Nita Lowey Congresswoman Kay Granger
Chairwoman, House Committee Ranking Member, House Committee
on Appropriations on Appropriations

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Shelby, Vice Chairman Leahy, Chairwoman Lowey, and Ranking Member
Granger:

As you consider fiscal year (FY) 2019 appropriations and supplemental funding, we write to
express the importance of including disaster relief funding for Puerto Rico in any supplemental
disaster assistance package. Recent reports indicate that as aid to Puerto Rico quickly runs out,
the White House is opposing any additional funds for the territory.' Given the humanitarian
crisis that Puerto Ricans continue to face,? we urge the Senate and House appropriations
committees to ensure that any disaster assistance package prepared for consideration by
Congress include food assistance funding, community redevelopment funding, and clean water
grants for Puerto Rico.

In October 2018, President Trump, without any factual basis for his claim, accused Puerto Rico
of attempting to use the disaster aid the territory had previously received to pay off its debts.?
The administration has stated that the president “would not tolerate anything more for Puerto
Rico,™ claiming that providing additional disaster funding to Puerto Rico is “excessive and
unnecessary[.]””> This claim could not be further from the truth. Puerto Rico is in dire need of
additional disaster funding as it continues to recover from hurricanes Irma and Maria. Food
assistance funding, community redevelopment funding, and clean water grants will allow Puerto
Rico to continue rebuilding and strengthening the territory to make it more resilient to future
storms.®
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Specifically, we’re asking for $600 million in food assistance funding through the Nutrition
Assistance Program will increase food security for Puerto Rican families in need.” Without this
additional funding, Puerto Rico will be forced to cut benefits and 140,000 people could lose
nutrition assistance by the end of March.® Additionally, community redevelopment funding
through the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) disaster recovery
assistance program would provide Puerto Rico with grants to rebuild and repair its housing and
infrastructure that have been devastated by natural disasters.’ Puerto Rico was previously
appropriated nearly twenty billion dollars in HUD disaster relief funds, of which a fraction has
reached the island, only adding to their need.!® Additionally, clean water grants through the
Environmental Protection Agency would allow Puerto Rico to repair its damaged reservoirs and
water pumps—ensuring that Puerto Ricans have access to safe, drinkable water.!!

Any supplemental disaster package should also make Puerto Rico’s federal cost share under the
Stafford Act 100 percent for debris removal and emergency protective measures for power,
water, and sewer systems to assist with the unprecedented recovery the territory is undertaking.
Finally, any agreement should continue to allow FEMA to waive the prior-condition limitation
for public assistance awards so that necessary improvements are made to outdated and hurricane-
damaged infrastructure.

The aid that Puerto Ricans need right now is too important to get caught up in political
considerations. As U.S. citizens, Puerto Ricans deserve equal treatment when it comes to federal
assistance. Please keep the recovery needs of Puerto Rico in mind when making decisions
regarding any FY 2019 supplemental disaster funding.

Sincerely,
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