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March 6, 2026

President Donald J. Trump
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump:

I am writing to express serious concern about the impact of the devastating Medicaid cuts
included in H.R.1 One Big Beautiful Bill Act, legislation that you signed into law and continue to
champion despite the havoc it is already wreaking on communities across the country and in my
home state of Nevada. In anticipation of the over $980 billion in cuts to federal Medicaid
funding, critical access hospitals in rural Nevada are reducing services and laying off staff.

Boulder City Hospital in Boulder City, Nevada, is the sole hospital serving the town’s 15,000
residents. As an independent, privately funded hospital, Boulder City Hospital has been able to
provide health care services to these residents thanks in part to the Nevada Private Hospital
Provider Tax Program, which provides nearly $800 million in supplemental Medicaid funding to
private hospitals in the state each year. Your landmark legislation, which freezes current provider
tax rates and cuts the maximum allowable provider tax rate nearly in half by 2032, rips this
crucial funding stream away from hospitals caring for Nevada’s most underserved communities.
Because of this change, Boulder City Hospital is expecting a 50% reduction in supplemental
Medicaid provider tax revenue — a considerable blow for a hospital that already operates on slim
margins.

Foreseeing the financial instability this will bring, Boulder City Hospital has made the decision
to convert from their current Critical Access Hospital (CAH) designation to a Rural Emergency
Hospital (REH) designation. Becoming an REH will provide the hospital with a different funding
mechanism to keep from fully closing and leaving an entire community without a local hospital.
However, REHs cannot provide inpatient hospital services. For hospital stays longer than 24
hours, Boulder City’s 15,000 residents will now have to travel to another city, 10 miles away at
minimum. This is a significant barrier to care for seniors, people with disabilities, and other
vulnerable populations. The hospital has laid off 71 employees to accommodate these changes.
That’s 71 professionals, including nurses and pharmacists, that Boulder City residents can no
longer rely on for medical services.

The sacrifices Boulder City Hospital is making to keep their doors open are just one example of
what is occurring across the nation and what will continue to happen as the Medicaid cuts in
H.R.I go into effect. The American health care system is already under water. Our providers,
especially those in rural and underserved areas, are already struggling to stay afloat. The cost of
care is already high and continues to grow at a staggering rate. As health care facilities reduce
services, cut staffing, and consider closures because they can no longer rely on federal support,
these challenges will only worsen.
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While you claim to lower health care costs, your track record indicates the opposite. Under your
so-called “Big Beautiful Bill”, health care becomes more inaccessible and unaffordable for
everyone. The Rural Health Transformation Fund included in the law is a silver lining for these
hospitals, but it is simply a temporary bandage that fails to address the magnitude of harm
constituted by the $980 billion in Medicaid cuts you signed into effect. Stories like that of
Boulder City Hospital are no longer the exception under your presidency, but the norm.

As you consider future proposals to improve our nation’s health care system, I implore you to
contemplate the long-term implications for Americans. It is essential that the stories of the role
your landmark legislation plays in creating additional barriers for our rural communities make it
all the way to you in the White House.

Sincerely,

(sl

Catherine Cortez Masto
United States Senator
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