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March 4, 2019

The Honorable Daniel R. Levinson

Inspector General

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Office of Inspector General

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Inspector General Levinson:

[ write today to express my grave concerns about the thousands of reported sexual abuse
allegations against unaccompanied minors (“UACSs”) while in the care of the Office of Refugee
Resettlement (“ORR”) and its contracted shelters.! These allegations are egregious and
inexcusable. While I understand that there is an ongoing investigation into the health and safety
of children in ORR custody, I urge the Office of Inspector General to investigate any additional
allegations and to keep Congress apprised of your findings.’

According to internal agency documents received by Axios, the Department of Health and
Human Services (“HHS™) has received more than 4,500 complaints of sexual abuse against
UACs from 2014 to 2018 and another 1,300 complaints were referred to the Department of
Justice.” Within these thousands of allegations, almost two hundred are contractor staff-on-minor
allegations of sexual assault. These allegations range from reports of inappropriate relationships
with minors to unwanted physical touching of a sexual nature.” Disturbingly, reports such as this
are not new—allegations of sexual abuse of minors in ORR custody have continued for years.®

There must be an enforceable zero-tolerance policy for sexual abuse and misconduct for all
shelters housing children. As you may know, unaccompanied children who have experienced
violence in their home countries are extremely vulnerable and are at heightened risk of sexual
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abuse.” Given the seriousness and systemic nature of these allegations, I am requesting a briefing
as soon as possible on the status of the Office of Inspector General investigation and the extent to
which the agency documents that detail the aforementioned allegations have been or will be
included in your investigation.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation with this request.

Sincerely,

United States Senator
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